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ication and the documents referred to as enclosed therein are being deposited 
in an envelope as "Express Mail Post Office to Addressee," addressed to: 
Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
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RESPONSE TO 18 DECEMBER 2001 ELECTION/RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 



Applicant traverses the proposed restriction requirement and requests reconsideration. 



Applicant elects Group I, claims 1-32, for prosecution is the present application, 
expressly reserving the statutory right to file divisional and/or continuing application(s) 
directed to any subject matter disclosed in the pending application including the subject 
matter of non-elected claims 33-45 . As to the phospholipid species election, Applicant elects 
the phosphatidylcholines. 



Applicant requests that the Examiner consider modifying the species election 
requirement directed to the bisphosphonates because the bisphosphonate class of 
pharmaceuticals, although not identical or obvious variants, are collectively searchable 
using the term "bisphosphonate. 11 In fact, Applicant believes that the Examiner would be 
required to search the broad classification "bisphosphonate" in any search directed to any 




t 



individual member of the bisphosphonate class of pharmaceuticals, in order to ensure the 
completeness of the search. Applicant, therefore, respectfully requests withdrawal of the 
bisphosphonate species election requirement. 

If the Examiner maintains the bisphosphonate species electron requirement, then 
Applicant elects risedronate as the bisphosphonate species. However, Applicant still 
maintains that the Examiner would have to search the generic term "bisphosphonate 11 to 
ensure that all references to risedronate were found. 

If you have any questions, please call me at 713.977.7000. 
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